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Letter from
the President

The Idaho Nonprofit Development

Center is pleased to present this report,

in collaboration with the National

Council of Nonprofit Associations and

the Urban Institute’s National Center

for Charitable Statistics, to promote 

better understanding and appreciation

of our state’s nonprofit sector.

What this report clearly shows is that the

nonprofit sector is a major contributor

to the state’s economic picture with

assets and expenditures that compare

favorably with the public and private

sectors. However, the nonprofit sector

does far more than pump dollars into

local economies. It helps ensure the 

fabric of Idaho communities remains

intact – an accomplishment made all the

more impressive by the fact that the vast

majority of the state’s nonprofit 

organizations — 72% — operate on 

less than $25,000 per year.

By acknowledging the economic 

contribution made by the nonprofit 

sector we also are recognizing the 

outstanding efforts of a workforce —

largely comprised of volunteers — that

labors tirelessly to enhance the health,

hope, dignity, and understanding of

every Idaho citizen.

Does Idaho profit from the contribution

of the nonprofit sector? The answer is a

resounding “yes.” By recognizing this

contribution we hope to encourage

more Idahoans to support their local

nonprofits with time and money so

together we can ensure the well-being of

the Gem State for many years to come.

Robert Ford
President,

Idaho Nonprofit 

Development Center



The Idaho
Nonprofit
Sector
More than charity

The nonprofit sector in Idaho is large,

diverse, and growing. In every county,

you will find nonprofits serving citizens

and communities, and addressing issues

of concern. Idaho’s nonprofits range

from hospitals to boys and girls clubs,

from universities to conservation groups,

and from emergency shelters to 

organizations working with the elderly,

veterans, and the disabled. Nonprofits

create a caring community — one that

strengthens and enhances the quality of

life in our state.

This report summarizes data on Idaho’s 

nonprofits and illustrates the significant

role this sector plays. Much attention is

given to the condition of business and

government in our state, but let’s not

forget that nonprofits fill a critical role 

as a third and independent sector.

The primary sources for these data are

2002 annual reports filed with the IRS

by charitable nonprofits with more than

$25,000 in gross annual receipts. 

Through this report we aim to build

awareness about the vital role nonprofits

play and to educate policymakers, the

media, and the public about charitable

giving in Idaho. Some highlights of this

report are:

• There were 1,110 reporting 

charitable nonprofits in Idaho in 

2002 (the most recent year for which

data is available).

• Idaho charitable nonprofits had 

expenditures of $1.4 billion and held 

assets of $2.5 billion in 2002.

• Idaho hospitals represented less than 

2% of total reporting nonprofits in 

2002 but had more than half of total 

expenditures and close to half of 

total assets.

• Nonprofits are present in 42 of 

Idaho’s 44 counties.

• In 2001, the average charitable 

deduction for itemizing taxpayers in 

Idaho was $2,828 — about 4.4% of 

their income, which was above the 

national average of 3.6%.
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IDAHO NONPROFITS ON THE RISE — In 2002, there were 1,110 reporting charitable nonprofits in Idaho that were tax-exempt under
Section 501(c)(3) of the IRS code — nearly double the number from 10 years earlier. Reporting charitable nonprofits had $1.4 billion in 
expenditures in 2002 — 2% of the Gross State Product in Idaho. The value of assets held reached $2.5 billion in 2002, which is a 142% increase
from $1 billion in 1992. Private foundations are not included in these figures but are discussed elsewhere in this report. Religious congregations
are not required to report and are also not included.
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REPORTING CHARITABLE NONPROFITS IN IDAHO
SOURCE: NATIONAL CENTER FOR CHARITABLE STATISTICS, URBAN INSTITUTE.



• The 182 private foundations in Idaho

held $908 million in assets and gave 

nearly $60 million in grants.

• Between 1992 and 2002, the number

of Idaho’s charitable nonprofits and 

the amount of their expenditures 

and value of their assets rose at 

significantly greater rates than those 

of the nation as a whole. 

Yet these numbers don’t tell the whole

story. In addition to the reporting

501(c)(3)s, there are almost 3,000

organizations not required to file,

including booster clubs, local PTAs,

youth soccer, Little League, and 

numerous other small organizations that

are active in our communities, but

whose limited finances exempt them

from the IRS reporting requirement.

Charitable nonprofits benefit us in ways

that can’t easily be quantified — as tools

for community building, fostering civil

society, and strengthening our social

fabric — and are essential to improving

the quality of life in our state. Nonprofit

organizations also:

• Attract foundation and federal grants 

into the state.

• Help improve the work force. Many 

people gain valuable job training and 

work experience through volunteering

with and working for nonprofit 

organizations.

• Frequently hire underemployed or 

unemployed workers and often 

reduce labor force inequalities by 

offering upward mobility to 

otherwise disadvantaged groups.

• Help to define the character of Idaho

communities and improve the quality

of life. Active nonprofits prove to be 

strong incentives for remaining in or 

relocating to a given community.

As the data in this report and the 

following profiles demonstrate, Idaho’s

economy and communities will continue

to benefit from the impact and services

provided by the nonprofit sector.
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charitable nonprofits in idaho

source: national center for charitable statistics, urban institute.

reporting charitable 
nonprofits in idaho by field

source: national center for charitable statistics, urban institute.

MORE SELF-RELIANT THAN YOU’D EXPECT — More than 70% of total revenues for
reporting charitable nonprofits in Idaho in 2001 were derived from program services revenue. About
13% of revenue is contributions by individuals and corporations. Other sources include government 
support and investment income.

HUMAN SERVICES AND EDUCATION COMPRISE MORE THAN HALF OF ALL
IDAHO NONPROFITS — In 2002, human services organizations make up the largest proportion
of Idaho’s reporting charitable nonprofits — 39%. These organizations provide a broad spectrum of
services, including youth development, disaster relief, housing services, and family support. Education is
the second largest field, with 14% of the total. Religiously affiliated charitable nonprofits that provide
specific programs, such as mental health services or daycare, are placed with organizations providing 
similar services, not under religion-related.
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The Idaho
Foodbank
Ending hunger, 

strengthening families,

and making an 

economic impact

The Idaho Foodbank works to end

hunger throughout the state, serving

low-income people in all 44 counties via

three major distribution centers in Boise,

Lewiston, and Pocatello and a partner

foodbank in Spokane. The Idaho

Foodbank strives to end the cycle of

hunger by providing nutrition and

nourishment to individuals and families

who are struggling to provide for them-

selves and their families.

While the organization is focused on

assuring no one in Idaho needlessly 

suffers from either food insecurity or

hunger, it also makes a strong economic

contribution to the state — in fact, one

that’s equal to or greater than that of

many small businesses. As of their most

recent audit covering the 16 months

ending April 2004, the Idaho Foodbank

put $11.63 million into the state 

economy through a combination of 

continued on page 6
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the idaho nonprofit sector
source: national center for charitable statistics, urban institute.

charitable nonprofits in idaho
source: national center for charitable statistics, urban institute.

THIS REPORT
DOESN’T TELL THE
WHOLE STORY —
The data in this report is
based upon 501(c)(3)s
that are required to file
an annual IRS report,
which represents less
than one-third of Idaho
charitable nonprofits.
Despite their active and
important role in their
communities, more than
70% of the state’s non-
profits — organizations
like booster clubs, local
PTAs, youth soccer, and
Little League — aren’t
required to file with the
IRS because their annual
gross receipts don’t
exceed $25,000.

profiles
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BIG FISH — In 2002, the top 10 Idaho foundations had $807 million in assets, which was 89% of the state total. In contrast, the
top 10 foundations nationally only possess 19% of total U.S. foundation assets.

top ten idaho foundations by assets
source: foundation center.
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DEEP POCKETS — In 2002, the top 10 Idaho foundations gave $52 million, which represented 88% of total giving by Idaho
foundations. In contrast, the top 10 foundations nationally are responsible for only about 14% of total giving among U.S. foundations.

top ten idaho foundations by total giving
source: foundation center.
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DON’T FORGET FOUNDATIONS — There were 182 foundations in Idaho in 2002, which represents 0.28% of all 
foundations in the United States. Their total assets were valued at more than $948 million and their giving exceeded $63 million.

overview of idaho foundations
source: foundation center.



salaries, supplies, direct food purchases, and

the audited wholesale value of the donated

food distributed by the organization.

The vast majority of the Idaho

Foodbank’s partner agencies — 70% —

are pantries and feeding sites sponsored

by faith-based organizations.  These

pantries provide the food necessary to

allow low-income families to stay intact

while ensuring they have nutritious food

they can enjoy together at mealtime 

as families.

Steele Memorial
Hospital
Foundation
A hospital that’s thriving

despite the disappearance

of rural health care

providers 

Salmon residents appear to have eluded

a national trend in the disappearance of

small, rural hospitals. Spearheaded by

determined individuals and community 

partners, the Steele Memorial Hospital

Foundation persuaded citizens to pass

an $11 million bond — with an almost

80 percent approval of Lemhi County

voters — to rebuild a very dated but

much needed hospital. Entrepreneurial

fund development efforts helped secure

an additional $3.6 million in private

contributions to help offset the 

impact of bond repayment on this 

disproportionately distressed community.

The Critical Access Hospital Facility

opened in September 2004 and is

continued on page 8
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MOST IDAHO NONPROFITS SPEND LESS THAN $1 MILLION ANNUALLY — Nearly
9 out of 10 Idaho charitable nonprofits filing reports in 2002 — 88% (977 organizations) — had annual
expenditures under $1 million. Only 3% (35 organizations) had annual expenditures that exceeded $5 million
— compared to 6% nationally — and accounted for more than 63% of total assets and 74% of total 
expenditures. Not reflected in the chart are the nearly 3,000 small charitable nonprofits registered with the
IRS not required to file. This group includes such organizations as youth sports leagues and rescue squads.
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reporting charitable nonprofits in idaho
by expenditure level, 2002

source: national center for charitable statistics, urban institute.
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FEWER LARGE GIVERS — Even among charitable nonprofits required to file an IRS report in
2002, Idaho organizations have fewer means. Only about one in ten have annual expenses that exceed
$1 million compared to 19% nationally.

reporting charitable nonprofits by 
expenditure level, 2002

source: national center for charitable statistics, urban institute.
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IDAHO HOSPITALS MAKE A HEALTHY CONTRIBUTION — In 2002, Idaho hospitals represented less than 2% of
total reporting charitable nonprofits, but they had more than half — 56% — of total expenditures and the lion’s share of assets —
nearly 42% (both of which were significantly higher than national averages.) Human services organizations, representing 39% of the
total number, had only 15% of total expenditures and 16% of total assets. Education excluding higher education had about 22% of
total assets, which was more than double the national rate.
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number, expenditures, and assets of reporting
charitable nonprofits in idaho by field

source: national center for charitable statistics, urban institute.



thriving despite closures of rural, 

community-based health care providers

around the country. 

Caribou
Highlands
Television, Inc. 
Bringing telecom access

and community conversa-

tion to rural Idaho 

Caribou Highlands Television (CHAT-

tv) is a community-based, grant- and

member-funded 501(c)3 TV station in

southeastern Idaho operating on cable

channel 98. Frustrated by the lack of

media interest in Caribou and Bear Lake

Counties by Pocatello and Idaho Falls

television stations, eight volunteers and 

a board of directors established a 

mechanism to provide the more than

3,000 residents in five communities

with access to local information, news,

and activities.

Operating 24 hours a day seven days a

week with a budget of less than $4,000

per month, CHAT-tv broadcasts all

weekly city council meetings, covers 

special events like community parades,

airs interviews with medical providers

about how to avoid the flu and other 

illnesses, provides children with access to

story time at local libraries, and covers

public meetings on issues ranging from

environmental challenges with Bear

River to the proposed four-lane highway

through Lava Hot Springs.

The power of telecommunications access

has brought cross-community awareness,

the idaho nonprofit 
sector report
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NONPROFITS ARE UBIQUITOUS IN IDAHO — In 2002, reporting charitable nonprofits
were present in all but two of Idaho’s 44 counties — Camas and Clark. However, three counties — Ada,
Canyon, and Kootenai — together have 48% of the organizations and represent about 69% of total
expenditures and about 71% of total assets.

reporting charitable nonprofits in idaho by county 
source: national center for charitable statistics, urban institute.

 



filled an information vacuum, and

increased community participation in

local government. “CHAT-tv’s coverage

of story time has increased library book

check-outs by four times,” general 

manager Roger Cheramie notes.

“People now know what’s going on in

their own communities.”

Idaho vs. the
rest of the
nation
Idaho nonprofit community

differs significantly from

U.S. in several key areas

Idaho’s nonprofit community appears to

be growing at a faster rate than the U.S. 

nonprofit community as a whole. While

the number of charitable nonprofits

increased at a combined annual growth

rate (CAGR) of 5.38% nationally

between 1992 and 2002, they leaped in

Idaho by a CAGR of 6.76%. Likewise,

expenditures by Idaho nonprofits during

the same period surged at a CAGR of

9.02% compared to 6.77% nationally,

and the assets of Idaho nonprofits

jumped at a CAGR of 9.22% versus

7.69% for the country.

The distribution of Idaho charitable

nonprofits diverges from national aver-

ages in some key areas, as well:

• A larger percentage of Idaho charities

are dedicated towards human services

– 39% versus 30% for the U.S.

• As you would expect for a western 

state with vast amounts of wildlife

continued on page 11
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IDAHO ITEMIZERS DON’T GIVE AS MUCH — In 2001, the average charitable contribution
of Idahoans who itemized deductions was $2,828 — nearly 8% lower than the national average but in
step with states like Washington and outpacing other neighbors like Oregon and Montana.

percentage of income contributed by itemizers
source: national center for charitable statistics, urban institute.
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BUT IDAHO ITEMIZERS GIVE A HIGHER SHARE OF THEIR INCOME — In 2001, the
percent of income contributed by Idaho itemizers was 4.4% — more than 20% greater than the national
average of 3.6% and better than residents from several neighboring states.

average charitable contribution of itemizers
source: national center for charitable statistics, urban institute.
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FEWER MEANS — Idaho’s nonprofit community tends to have fewer means than U.S. nonprofits in general, as evidenced by a
larger occurrence of organizations that aren’t required to file annual IRS reports in 2002.

idaho charitable nonprofits vs. u.s. by size
source: national center for charitable statistics, urban institute.
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THERE’S STILL ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT — In 2002, reporting charitable nonprofits in Idaho were consistently
outpaced by all but a couple of contiguous states. That same year Idaho nonprofits accounted for 0.2% of total foundation giving in
the U.S. and ranked almost dead last in terms of the number of organizations, the amount of their annual expenditures, and the
value of their assets nationally, earning 47th, 51st, and 50th place, respectively, out of 52 geographic areas (the 50 states plus the
District of Columbia and Puerto Rico). In terms of population, however, Idaho ranks 42 out of 52, according to U.S. Census
Bureau estimates.

reporting charitable nonprofits in idaho and contiguous states
source: national center for charitable statistics, urban institute.
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areas and public lands, the percentage

of Idaho environment/animal-

related nonprofits is twice as great as

the U.S. – 8% versus 4% for the U.S.

• Idaho has a smaller percentage of 

charitable nonprofits with education 

as their primary mission – 14% versus

18% for the U.S.

• Idaho’s percentage of arts, culture, 

and humanities nonprofits is slightly 

larger – 12% versus 11% for the U.S.

• Idaho has a smaller percentage of 

charitable nonprofits that focus on 

community improvement and 

public/societal benefit – 9% versus 

11% for the U.S.

• Virtually none of Idaho charitable 

nonprofits — 0.5% — focus on 

research (science, technology, social 

science) compared to 1% for the U.S.

• The top 10 private foundations in 

Idaho have 89% of the total assets of 

Gem State foundations and were 

responsible for 88% of total giving, 

whereas the top 10 foundations 

nationally only possess 19% of total 

U.S. foundation assets and account 

for only 14% of total giving.

Idaho’s nonprofit community tends to

have fewer means than U.S. nonprofits

in general. The number of charitable

nonprofits that are required to file an

annual IRS report (i.e., those with

$25,000 or more in gross receipts) as a

percentage of those registered by the

IRS (i.e., those with more than $5,000

in gross receipts) is lower in Idaho than

the nation as a whole — 28.2% versus

35.5%, respectively. Of those that do

report, Idaho has a higher percentage of 

nonprofits with expenditures of less

than $500,000.

When comparing foundations in Idaho

to those nationwide, large foundations

play a much bigger role in the Gem

State. In terms of assets, Idaho’s top

10 foundations have 88.9% of the

statewide total, whereas the top 10

U.S. foundations possess only 19.1% of

the national total. And in terms of

expenditures, the top 10 foundations

in Idaho gave 88.3% of total giving by

all Idaho foundations, whereas the top 10

foundations in the U.S. gave only 13.5%

of total foundation giving nationally.

2005 and 
beyond

The data for this report, which was

supplied by the National Council of

Nonprofit Associations and the Urban

Institute’s National Center for Charitable

Statistics, provides an excellent snapshot

of Idaho’s nonprofit community in

2002 — the most recent year for which

data is available. The state’s nonprofit

community has continued to grow in

the interim, with GuideStar.org listing

5,784 nonprofits — 5,395 public charities,

32 private operating foundations, and

352 private non-operating foundations

like J.A. & Kathryn Albertson

Foundation. Although these numbers

may include organizations that don't

have to register with the IRS (i.e., their

gross receipts are less than $5,000) or

those that are filed under other 501(c)

subsections, they could suggest the

number of Idaho charitable nonprofits

may have grown by as much as 27%

since 2002 and that foundations may

have more than doubled. The Idaho

Nonprofit Development Center and its

partners look forward to documenting

that growth in future reports as data

becomes available.
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PICKING UP STEAM — Between 1992 and 2002, the number of charitable nonprofits in Idaho, the amount of their expendi-
tures, and the value of their assets rose at significantly greater rates than those for the nation as a whole.

idaho 10-year compound annual growth rates vs. u.s.
source: national center for charitable statistics, urban institute.
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IDAHO NONPROFIT COMMUNITY DIVERGES FROM U.S. — In 2002, the distribution of Idaho charitable nonprofits
diverged from national averages in some key areas, most notably among human services, environment/animal related, education, and
arts, culture, and humanities.

distribution of charitable nonprofits by type in idaho vs. u.s.
source: national center for charitable statistics, urban institute.

the idaho nonprofit 
sector report

12

 



ABOUT INDC

The Idaho Nonprofit Development Center is

a statewide organization dedicated to ensur-

ing the success of the nonprofit sector in

Idaho through greater public awareness, edu-

cation, and collaboration.

For more information about INDC and a cal-

endar of current training opportunities, visit

our Web site at www.indc.org or call 

(208) 424-2229.

ABOUT THIS
REPORT

The Idaho Nonprofit Sector Report is an

annual project analyzing the impact of

Idaho’s nonprofit sector and is produced by

the Idaho Nonprofit Development Center as

a resource for policymakers, business leaders,

civic leaders, funding organizations, and 

citizens. For details on the methodology

for this report, go to

http://www.nccs.urban.org/statereport.pdf.
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Boise Public Library
www.boisepubliclibrary.org
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